 What’s Taking the Back Seat?
        If you have kids you know that they sometimes have little judgment and almost no sense of timing.  On our recent vacation I had no sooner realized that I had missed my turn when one child began crying, another asked for food, and a third began freaking out because of the temporary misplacement of a toy.   As if on cue my little trio began making demands of their mother and me while I was driving and while she was once again trying to correct my bad navigation.

      Suddenly, I heard someone talking to the children using my mouth.  “Kids, you’re going to have to wait until we get back on the right road.  Oh, and use some sense, and put a plug in your baby sister’s mouth…please.”  

        Some things have to wait.  Even adults must learn that some things have to take a back seat to getting on the right road.  Each day we are faced with seemingly urgent demands.  There are leaks that have to be fixed, cars to be repaired, and bills to pay which can’t be paid until a new job is found.  There are doctors to see, graduate exams to take, children to tend, dishes to wash.  Oh, and the neighbor wants help getting his tree trimmed.  All (or at least some) of these demands on our time may be legitimate. No sensitive person will ever say that our physical health, home, employment, or future dreams don’t matter. But from a Christian perspective they have to take a back seat to a much bigger problem.  

       In the same way we can’t possibly think about searching for little toys when we are on the verge of getting lost on vacation, we must not let each day’s urgent demands keep us from attending to what is of eternal importance.  The Bible says without a living, faith-relationship with Jesus we are “dead in our transgressions.”  When we consistently count the blood of Christ’s covenant as a common or unholy thing compared to the endless list of other “more urgent matters,” then for us there is no sacrifice for sins left—only a fearful expectation of judgment.  That’s what Hebrews chapter 10 says.   It’s true.  And there’s no honest, Bible-believing way to dodge it.  
       So let’s be clear.  From this eternal perspective cancer, unemployment, your kid’s welfare, as well as the latest football score are all small potatoes.  Compared to everlasting spiritual destruction a “c” on the latest exam shouldn’t matter that much.  Compared to the emotional and spiritual depression experienced when under the domination of principalities and powers, the latest round of negativity from your boss should seem no slavery at all.  
      The problem, of course, is that there is nobody threatening to fire you at church when your priorities go down the tubes and you start clamoring for toys while your car is going the wrong direction.  There is nobody to downgrade you when you ignore Jesus’ promise-- “For the pagans run after [worldly things], and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.   
       Can you imagine the freedom you’d have to give the kids stress free care once you were no longer lost?  Do you really believe that putting Jesus first will help you with all the other problems of life?  If you’re not acting like it, would it help if someone came along and gave you a failing grade?
