Prayer to the God of Battles

        Some of my dear friends in the faith are pacifists.  Jesus’ words about turning the cheek are weighty.  Jesus’ own example of non-violent revolutionary surrender is what delivered the decisive blow against evil.  When Peter assaulted the servant of the High Priest attempting to arrest Jesus, my King rejected the zealot option of violence, telling Peter, "No more of this!" (Luke 22:51) In deed, we don’t need more self-protective behavior.  Christian families and Churches need deferential people who are gentle no matter what the cost.  All the war talk on the television has its trickle down effects in our lives and homes.  In the church we need more vulnerable kindness that surrenders self to others.  This is every bit as much a matter of life and death as the kind of thing that we hear about on the news. 

        Yet I differ with my pacifist friends.  Paul could tell the church, “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge…”  But in the very next verses he explicitly states how he executes justice.  [civil government] is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  The church is not in the business of executing God’s justice.  Civil Government is. And it is for that reason I’m not very enthusiastic about patriotic songs and flags in church buildings.  Church and State are trying to do two different things and must be governed by different ethics.  It is the church’s job to proclaim a message of grace.  It is the government’s job to punish and restrain evil.  God forgive me if I’m wrong, but I don’t believe governments should operate by the example of the cross.  A government that seeks to honor God must pre-figure the end.  Then, Christ shall come, not as suffering servant, but as a penetrating, conquering Judge who will bring in equity, justice, joy and life by forcefully restraining those who will have none of it. 

      And so I still pray to the God of Battles:

May Saddam’s cowardice outweigh his shameful pride.  May he attempt to save his skin so that violence will be unnecessary.  But God, our Deliverer, if in your wisdom you do not so intervene, I pray that those under Saddam’s domination would have the will and ample opportunity to surrender.  Over-rule in favor of peace.  Open the hearts of the people of Iraq to us. Defeat the murderous demons controlling militant Islam inciting violence and fomenting hatred.  As our soldiers encounter Iraq’s population, may they overcome their fears and be self-controlled, that they might invite a warm relationship with a people so long afraid.  Yet, Lord, if there are those who oppose us, protect our troops.  See to it that they are well supplied and their chemical and biological gear functions.  It’s not comfortable, but I confess I know that by “protection” I mean that you make our warriors swift, stealthy, effective, and deadly.  May they strike and kill with unprecedented power and effectiveness. Give pilots and special operatives flawless execution so that innocent non-combatants may not be harmed, and that we might mend relations with the people of Iraq, quell bitterness in the region and hope for a better day.  In the name of the one who will one day see to it that all war and earthly governments cease.  Amen.

