The Open Checkbook
       My mother kept the checkbook in my family.  Dad didn’t like doing that kind of thing.  And it was only on rare occasions he even asked her how much money was in the accounts.  

           But back then we still grew everything we ate. And Dad knew that from the pot-roast and vegetables to the berries in the pie, everything had come from home.   “How can anyone spend 200 dollars at the grocery?” He would ask.  “What else besides flower and sugar do you have to buy?”

         Fearing that my weekly quota of bottled Pepsi was in jeopardy on such occasions, I always was relieved when Mom brought out the receipt and with a slightly defensive tone began explaining the benefits of, among many other things, toilet paper, deodorant, paper towels, laundry soap, bleach, and the little sheets that reduce static clean in the dryer.  

            It’s only in recent years as I have watched families fight continuously over money that I now realize how healthy and wonderful a thing Mom’s receipt was.  She could account for every dime.  It wasn’t that Dad didn’t trust her.  He did.  But that was partly because trust was bolstered on the rare occasions he asked about an expense and Mom had an answer ready.  Purchases were subject to scrutiny.     I know there are boundaries thought ought to be observed in families, but secret checkbooks give me the creeps.  The temptation of secrecy is too much for most people to handle.

      Too many churches have learned this lesson the hard way.  Church family funds shouldn’t be secret.  Its too much of an unnecessary temptation for the treasurer.   And members can learn there are things being done at church they don’t think about in the same way my Dad learned there was housework that required the reduction of static cling. 

      I wonder if there has not been too much secrecy surrounding money.  To this day the only check  I crease is the one I place in the offering plate.   Jesus said let your giving be in secret in order to protect against the temptation of showing off.  But he also said to pray secretly in a closet before offering  a very public prayer  that most churches repeat publicly every Sunday.

       One thing is for sure.  Accountability can’t be dodged forever.  Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account...And He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts.  One day people are going to see what I did with my heart and  money anyway.  A little openness now can prepare me for it.

