The Golden Oracle

         Over the years I have spent a lot of time telling people that Jesus loves them.  The trouble is that I’m usually not the first Christian to get a hold of them. These would-be believers want to avoid a divorce.  They want to quit drinking.  They want God’s power and grace.  They want to believe there is hope, but before they embrace any of that they pepper me with questions about every triviality as if getting those questions answered would open the way to grace.    Before I can politely stop it, they’ve asked questions that might even require a grammatical understanding of Greek passive and middle voices to intelligently discuss.  Some well-meaning Christians burden these seekers with such matters.  Christians desperately need to keep the main thing the main thing.

        The Gospel of Mark begins with a simple unambiguous assumption: “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”  Eleven verses later God the Father utters what has been called the “golden oracle.”   “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:11)

      This is one of only three times in Scripture that we can say with confidence that the Father, alone, speaks to us.  Most scripture is the product of human reflection influenced by the Holy Spirit.  Here is the New Testament’s equivalent to the ten commandments being written by the Lord’s finger.  The Transcendent Father voices what Peter will later offer as the bedrock confession upon which the church is built-- Jesus is the “Christ, the Son of the living God.”   The Father utters the same oracle on the Mount of Transfiguration.  And one final time he responds to Jesus’ request that he “glorify [his] name!”  The Father thunders from heaven in effect saying that in Jesus’ life God’s own name has been uplifted, and now by Jesus’ being lifted up on a cross the Father will glorify his own name again.           

        You can’t miss the point of these heavenly oracles.  Jesus embodies the very name and glory of a loving, suffering God.  People knew what “Son of God” meant in Mark’s day.  While all creatures were in a sense children of God, to call Jesus “the Son of God,” was to acknowledge him as the Christ—the true King of Israel.  Just as God declared King David to be his son, and as such “installed [him as] King on Zion," so also when Jesus is raised from baptism the Father’s voice bellows from the heavens divinely hailing him King.  Jesus is the one who can rescue us from all that would undo us.  (Psalm 2:7)  

       This week I began serving on a panel of local ministers from Churches of Christ, Christian Churches and Disciples of Christ –all of whom share a belief in the golden oracle.   I have some deep disagreements with some of these people.    But for the sake of every divorced person who needs the Lord’s forgiveness, for the sake of every addict who needs his deliverance, for the sake of every down-trodden person who gets confused about disagreements between churches, I want to say with the whole church of God that salvation graciously comes very simply through this single, rock-solid confession. I’m determined to keep God’s “golden oracle”--the main thing-- the main thing. 

