The Grace to Stay With It
     Have you heard the story of the Little Engine that Could…Not Possibly Do That?  You know, it’s by the guy who said, “If at first you don’t succeed…quit.”  Perhaps you have heard of this fellow.  He once wrote, “You get as much out of a study as you—“ and failed to finish the sentence.”
      Come to think of it, I seem to have forgotten the name of the author myself.   My grandmother didn’t take him very seriously.  She called him a “fly-by-night.”  He reminds me of the guy in Jesus’ story—you know—the fellow who wanted to build a tower?  “Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him.”   Evidently this guy didn’t do his calculations first.  
         In fact he dropped calculus in college, and then he dropped out of school all together thinking that there had to be an easier way. 
         He used to work for several people.   Now he says he’s self employed… part-time. 
         I think he’s on his third wife.  I wish I could say he was on his third church.  But after quitting one congregation, at the next place he started dropping out of activities one by one until he quit on the Lord altogether. 
     Ok.  Is this straw-man a bit too corny?  Perhaps.  But it is true, isn’t it, that nothing worth while comes easy?  Even the impious Thomas Paine told us, “Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods.”  Jesus told us the parable of the persistent widow and the friend at midnight in part because he wanted us to shamelessly and relentlessly keep seeking what is good. 

     When accomplished something my Dad used to say “Good!  Now stick with it!”  I remember not being as impressed with my results as he was.  But he could see progress when all I could concentrate on was the effort I was expending.  
      All of us need a voice like that when we hit dry times and we feel discouraged as if our efforts are not making a difference.  We desperately need a voice to encourage us to keep doing right when we hit obstacles.  Jesus wants to give us that encouragement.  It is not only to the Laodiceans that Jesus firmly promises, “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne.”  Listen, you overcomers, can you hear his promise?  In all the good things you do that require effort listen to his encouraging word.  Good job, now stick with it.  It’s worth it.  
