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“Serving and being built up together in Christ.”

The Alton Alternative Update: While the Englewood Community Development Corpora-
tion is legally holding the properties for us, we are tiogstewards of three houses and five lots
on Alton and 11th Streets directly east of Speedway. Wéevmaking assessments of the prop-
erties in the coming weeks. Following the church DinrerFebruary 26 at 1:15 PM we will
have a prayer of consecration on site. We hope ydis&tithis date apart as a special kick off of
our new adventure. A clean up day with area youth has $eteas part of the March Madness Weekend, March
24. The first home to be rehabbed will be the one on $freet. We anticipate that this will involve mikpairs,
landscaping and hooking up to city water. Worship Servitar8ay May 26 will take place on site. We will try
to host a community cook-out and worship service tladier spending some time in the days and hours before
working on the properties.

Church Dinner: In the spirit of Valentines Day Kent is organizing then of the congregation to provide all
of the dishes for the agape love feast (church diroreifjebruary 26. Women are allowed to bring things to the
dinner if they are single. Otherwise, it's the mainé&at! Set aside about 15 extra minutes to go to thenAlt
neighborhood. There we'll pray that God would guardguide us through this new direction in ministry.

People Report: We are glad to welcome brothéim Johnsoninto our midst as a member. Amy Ellett,
Brenda Carter, and Scott Driver are suffering from ldabihg back pain. Delton Rush is still in the Lakevie
nursing home.

Gospel Meeting:Kent will also be contacting you soon to see if you fealp us coordinate The whole-church
Gospel Meeting that we are callidprch Madness. March 23-25. While there will be activities for young peo
ple, it is ever so much more special for everyoneeafiilnole church comes together for a weekend of warship
We look forward to 20-30 guests from Unionville and McKynkill. It should be a great time.

Grounds: Dan and Betty have been working on shelving in the conitycenter. Thank them. Jerry Gilpin is
working for the church making numerous repairs and adjusstierthe church buildings. I'm sure you will see
how good a of a craftsman he is. Send Jerry a nG@3&S. Gala Drive, Indinapolis 46203.

F&b Feb 19 Attendance Contribution
Worship Leader Hallett Grygg S0 1-29  $1692.00
Reading McCauley Lester 55 2-5 $1743.00
Prayer Cooney Thomas
Preside at Table McDonnel Blackledge T;S o Psglg‘
Serve Smith/Hiser J. Fuller/B.Fuller 158 219 21




In the aftermath of Indianapolis’ hosting the Superbowl myissisted that the whole notion of an
“important game” was an oxymoron. |If something is jugame it can hardly be that important, and if
it's genuinely important, then how can we pretend thistmerely a game?

My boy has a point. While we are used to crowdinfaxcess of 280,000 people here in Indy, the
conspicuous consumption at an event like the Superbow! ealld Indy’s sports-crazed culture to re-
flect on its values. Why did our community invest so maclhat is ostensibly just a game?

First, especially in central Indiana sportbigs business. My little town of Speedway is in the mid-
dle of a hundred million dollar redevelopment that is briggsporting industry of every kind from
around the globe. And the racing industry only scratchesutiace. Home of the NCAA, the nation’s
best natatorium, and until recently some of the besepsainal sports teams, Indianapolis puts on more
(and better) sporting events than cities 5 to 15 titsesize. This has been a deliberate long-term strat-
egy to attract business to the state. For while we lmavéax rates, three of the nation’s top research
universities, and outstanding infrastructure, big businessfteaslocated elsewhere because of the im-
pression that nothing exciting happens here. Changing thaéseipn is one reason the big game is
more than a game to locals.

But all of this just assumes that there is intémseest in sports. Why the intensity? | would sug-
gest that to understand modern America one has to undetisédrgports have become a way of acting
out important life-stories. Hoosiers can't stand Bi#éllichick, not just because he regularly beat the
Colts, but because we don't like people who illegally spytberaeams and get away with it. And we
Hoosiers like to see pouters get their just deserts. Dheiseter for New York was to symbolically af-
firm that there is justice in the world, that while eviy prosper, it cannot finally triumph. Similarly,
Tom Brady is disliked in Indiana not because he is a besbpebut because he symbolizes fabulous
wealth, Hollywood, and privilege. We identify with average lookiepple who struggle against the
judgments of the dominant media culture—not those who mareynetional supermodels and swing
with the jet set. To cheer for New York's defensiveelivas an act of political struggle against the con-
descending attitudes that relegate common people and plkeckwdianapolis to a backwater.

Many fans are only partially conscious of why theygoreertain teams, of course. And their narra-
tives are not always true or helpful. The athletes, thlres, often have little control over the mythical
framework fans impose on their games. But games has@nie important in America because we have
lost other ways of acting out the stories we tell owesel Entering into the excitement and rituals of a
ball game is more of a religious experience than whest meople ever get. Paul told us to live lives
that are befitting or commensurate withthe “gospel™—"worthy of thecalling we have receivet
But when we are naicting outa realsalvationin a real community wittifear and trembling” there is
a void in the human heart which searches for a way to exdee=p narratives. That's why games have
become important. They now serve a religious function andaveollowed with an idolatrous inten-
Sity.

What implicit stories dictate your sports preferes? Who you root for (and why), or whether you
feel the need to cheer at all may be more telling tloantlyink.



