New Year: New Series

You probably know some religious types who are so
prim and proper that they can’t envision Jesus as the one
who turned water into wine--who was the life of the
party, who befriended prostitutes, healed outcasts, in-
trigued intellectuals and attracted those who were not
conventionally religious. You probably also know some
folks who are increasingly addicted and dysfunctional,
resentful of anyone “telling them how to live.”

In Speedway there are both of these kinds of people.
There are party-animals who live to defy decorum during
the Memorial Day and Summer races. And there are
those who, in turn, leave town on race day in order to get
away from all of the “crazies.”
The whole culture recognizes both of these types.
Older brother types tend to do things like take up the family busimed try to find
happiness through the path of moral conformity. Younger brother-typegmmayup
resenting their older sibling’s achievements and the familgiges. They tend to flee
to the big city where they can pursue anonymous lives of self-digcove
In his book;The Prodigal GodTimothy Keller believes that American cities are full
of younger brothers who have fled the churches of the heartland babaysare domi-
nated by overly-religious, older brothers. But, insists Ketleg, Luke 15 story often
called “The Prodigal Son” is a story told when both of these groups wayather in a
volatile situation in Jesus’ day. It is a story about how both olderyaunger brother-
types can be restored to one another and to meaningful relationstuipgit the reck-
lessly extravagant grace of God.
Sound intriguing? As the New Year begins at Speedway Wéewikflecting on how
each of us has been alienated from our Father, and how we mightuthosnnounce
the scandal of his grace to all. The story of the prodigal @eskl extravagant) son
turns out to be the story of losbns Love is extended to both sons because of a prodigal
(recklessly extravagant) father, who lavishes an underserveafosll.

10:00 AM January 8 Running Life’s Race in a Bi-Polar World
10:00 AM January 15 How Do You Know When You're Spiritually Off the Track?

10:00 AM January 22 Driving Home on the Father’s Dime
10:00 AM January 29 Attending the Victory Dinner

Pick up Your Copy of The Prodigal God January 8.

Monday Nights 7:00-8:00 PM January 16, 23, 30
Reading and Discussion ofhe Prodigal God.
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