Election Year Rest

       People get angry about politics when they expect the government to solve deeply spiritual problems.  Christians have a social responsibility, but that responsibility is to witness to the reconciling love of Jesus-- not engage in angry partisan wrangling.  Ultimately no social or international problem is going to be fixed without revival.  

       Revival is the word. 

      Yes, there are weighty issues of right and wrong at stake in this election, and Christians have a social witness.  But Jesus in the hearts of parents—not an administration that will appoint a proper judge—is the best hope for the unborn.  The poor will not finally be helped unless the help is offered in Jesus’ name and by his Spirit.  A secular government can’t do that.  

       As a life-long political junkie, I’ve been slow coming to this realization. “What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?”  Jesus asked questions like that. Questions like this—not who is going to gain control of the world—should consume us.         

       In the Fall of 1968 our friend, Travis Allen, wrote this good natured little poem that puts things into perspective. 

LOSERS’ CONSOLATION
The smoke will soon be cleared away;
The noise will soon abate.
The candidates will end their fray,
And each will learn his fate.

When all the speeches have been made
And all the votes are in,
Your man may lead the big parade,
Or mine, perhaps, will win.

If your man gets to lead the nation
(To no one’s great surprise),
We losers have a consolation:
We get to criticize!

“I told you so!” will be our cry
At each of his mistakes;
And you will have to alibi
For every slip he makes.

You may enjoy the winning side
While I sustain defeat;
But then my chance to scold and chide
Will be almost as sweet.

       Be at peace this election season.  You may then witness to the Prince of Prince.  Even if it were true that the “fate of the Republic” were at stake, we already know that the United States must pass away along with all the kingdoms of the earth. The only lasting peace and justice will not come on account of elections.  It will finally come by God’s reviving, re-creating work.  Revival.  That’s the word.

