Church and Kingdom IV

The Simple Response of Faith 

          The church is the second incarnation of Jesus. The body of Christ encompasses those who, through the faith expressed at baptism,  have been mystically hidden with Christ in the Deity. The church is an anticipatory sign that God is uniting all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. The church is elect, not in the sense that it alone will spend eternity with God. Rather, the church is elected for the job of making this mystery of reunion known to both heaven and earth. (1 Pet 1: 12; Eph 3: 11) The kingdom of Christ which now exists, existed before the church, and is comprised of all those of the faith of Abraham whether they knew anything about God's special revelation (the Bible and Jesus ) or not. (Romans 4: 11) God's kingdom is comprised of faithful angels, principalities, and powers; and, this kingdom advances wherever God's will is being done on earth or in heaven. God's kingdom is made up of beings that serve his purpose even when some of these creatures (such as infants) may not be capable of faith.   And God's rule extends most powerfully into the church. So that while every time we see the church we see the Kingdom of heaven, it does not follow that every time we see the in-breaking of that kingdom we are necessarily seeing the church. 
       This means that we need not condemn those who didn't have the opportunity to embrace Christ. It means that whether parents decide to administer communion to their un-baptized children or not, we believe children are now still fully a part of God's kingdom. And maintaining a distinction between church and kingdom has a lot to do with how we see our relationship with the State and our culture. 

       These are widely-held positions, although, the Bible does not fully map out how the church and kingdom intersect.  My main concern is that all be assured that God makes himself available to all. Paul got in trouble in his day by saying that God's family of spiritual blessing was bigger than just the Kingdom of Israel. (Romans 4:9-17) Israel's election didn't exclude the other nations from saving blessing; rather, Israel was specially chosen to make Yahweh and his hope-filled covenants better known. While there was a kind of righteousness that required Israel to be separate, it was not their unique identity that finally secured their relationship with God. That was secured by faith in the promise God extended in nature and in Abraham. Paul's whole ministry was telling everyone that Jesus is now the fulfillment of that promise. Therefore, folks who observe Jewish laws and those who don't can still come together as God's family. What matters is a response of simple trusting faith in the light you have received.   No accident of birth, no cultural wall, or worship preference has ever barred a single person from participation in that family of blessing. God does not capriciously show favorites; he is always gracious, and we are particularly blessed to know this in Jesus Christ. So, no excuses. The question is do you want to respond in faith to this Savior or not. 
