  Enlightened Eyes
        My good friend Jerry Reeves recently conducted a survey in a Houston area shopping mall asking shoppers “if they could hear just one word from God, what would it be?”  One interview stood out.  A woman in a wheelchair was asked what she would like to hear from God.  Her response?  

      “I can’t think of anything,” she said.  Try as the interviewers might to prompt some kind of answer--anything at all-- this woman couldn’t think of a single thing she’d like to hear from God.

      I suppose the lady might have just had a mental block, but it more likely that this woman, like many of us, can’t think of things she would want simply because she has given up longing for any other possibility.  Why else amidst a sea of people walking gracefully through the shops would this person not ask Jesus to speak those powerful words, “pick up your mat and walk?”  The trouble is that we get so used to our prison that we quit looking through the windows of the cell.  Paul said that “While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them..”  There is a carnal impulse to deny our condition.  It’s more fun to pretend like we are safe than it is to face dangers bigger than ourselves.  One of the reasons people are being so hard on the FBI and CIA these days is that we find it hard to give up the illusion that these human institutions can make us safe.  I’m cheering the Government on every day, but the last time I checked the Bible has long taught us to lean on God as our only lasting refuge.

       The world hasn’t changed since September 11, 2001.  This place has always been dangerous.  What has been shattered along with those buildings is our delusion about “peace and safety.”  That’s not all bad.  Because its only when we can acknowledge need--only when we can accept the possibility of growth-- that we can see the great power that God has for us and how much he wants to use us in changing his world.   Elisha prayed that eyes would be opened so that people could see the armies of God at work in the kingdom.  (2 Kings 6:17)  Paul prayed that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. (Eph 1:18-19)

      By one word from God the heaven’s existed. (2 Pet 3:5) There is no telling how much God can do in one conversation if we could see the need for it. How much excitement, and growth  would come about if we opened ourselves to study and prayer?  Jesus is a powerful teacher in a dangerous world--but we have to want to see our prisons for what they are.

     "What do you want me to do for you?" Jesus asked the blind man.  "Rabbi, I want to see." Amen.  Let us see Jesus, new possibility, and follow him along the road. (Mark 10:51-52) 

