Inaugurations Under Judgment

       Presidential inaugural speeches have almost always been overtly religious. Before Lincoln left Springfield on his way to his first inauguration he said that without the divine assistance that ever attended Washington he could not succeed.  But “with that assistance, [he} could not fail.   It is good that we hear our highest elected official invoke the name of God as he begins his presidency.  For it is ultimately to God that he is accountable.
        The single greatest difference between the American and French Revolutions was in their respective approaches to faith.   French revolutionaries came to believe that what was finally authoritative was the will of the people.   And, it wasn’t long until different people with different wills started killing each other wholesale.   By contrast, the American Founding Fathers assumed that if a person did not believe in a final judgment, he should not be allowed to hold public office.  Such persons could not be trusted.  In America the will of the people had to be subject to the laws of nature and nature’s God.      If we don’t want a secular style Euro-state, we’d better remember this.   
       Listening to Paul Harvey this morning I caught wind of a county government that had been forced to remove its monument to the Ten Commandments on the courthouse square.  It has now sold that section of the square to a private contractor who intends to erect a similar memorial of God’s top ten.  But it’s a shame to have to privatize God.
        What is it that some folks don’t like about honoring parents, not stealing and getting rest? The rub seems to be the first commandment which insists that we worship God.  
        Listen to me, here.  I know that not all of the founding fathers were evangelicals.  And I’m not for violating anyone’s right of conscience.  If a fellow doesn’t want to believe in God—that’s between him and…well, him. But our founding Fathers knew that if there was no God then there was no such thing as right and wrong.  You don’t have to be a Christian to see that.  Right and wrong in that case would be whatever people in charge say it is.  And that is precisely the logic that produced (and still produces) the guillotine.  
       Lincoln’s second inaugural reads like a commentary on the Old Testament prophets.  He said the civil war was a judgment on the whole country for collective national sin!  The “judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.” (Psalm 119:160)  Lincoln admonished us to live with “firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right.”  
        If there isn’t a communicative God then firmness in anything—let alone what is “right” is a pipe dream.  
       That’s the reason I hope George Bush preaches up a storm this week.

