Filming the Temptation

      During our bedtime bible reading the other night my son and I were thinking about how we could make a home movie of the Devil tempting Jesus to throw himself from the height of the Temple.  After thinking about the image of a dramatic angelic rescue, Quentin piped up with a question, “What’s wrong with that?”

       “Well,” I began, “look at what Jesus said.  He said this would be like “putting God to the test. Testing God is like saying, ‘unless you help me here, God, I’m going to quit serving you and kind of go splat.’  It’s telling God to do what we want, just so we can be amused.  The Israelites put God to the test when they demanded their kind of food and drink before they would follow Godly leadership.  We test God when we expect him to make our life easier, and get mad at him if he doesn’t.  We put him to the test when we decide it’s ok to read heavy doses of magic stories that feature evil characters. We put God to the test when we think life is just one big thrill ride and we can demand that everyone else pick up our messes. We put God to the test when we don’t go to church, don’t serve and help others, don’t pray, don’t read our bibles, don’t love our family and then still expect God’s hand of protection to still be on us.”        

        Quentin immediately saw the weakness in this answer.  “But Jesus did what God said and God still did not protect him.”  

       “Yes.”  I said.  “Many people in Luke’s day didn’t believe Jesus could be God’s King because God didn’t protect him. Reasoning like the Devil, they wouldn’t be Christians Christianity implies bad things can happen to good people. For instance, It’s very hard for me not to have your papaw Ed with us.  But we trust God even when we don’t understand why we have to go through hard times.  One thing is for sure:  even though the Father didn’t protect Jesus from pain and death, in the end God raised him from death.  God will make everything right someday even when it hurts a lot to follow him right now.” 

       “But Dad, how to we get that on tape?”  Quentin skeptically asked.  

       “I don’t know, Son. That’s what good filmmakers do, but I think we probably have to have it in our hearts first.”   

